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In the 16th Century, when people in England 
could finally read the Bible for themselves in 
their own language, they discovered that 
God was their sovereign, not the King of 
England, who led the Church of England. 
¢ƘŜƛǊ ōƛōƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ άGeneva Bibleέ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
contained marginal notes and comments that often 
undŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ƻŦ ŀ άŘƛǾƛƴŜ ǊƛƎƘǘέ ǘƻ ǊǳƭŜ 
over people.1 Those who believed that holy scriptures 
gave them liberty from the King were persecuted, even 

killed. That political and 
religious turmoil caused 

Pilgrims and Puritans to 
immigrate to America, 
seeking safety and 
freedom of religion. 
The King ordered a 
new version of the 

bible be made; one which 
removed the commentary. It became known as the 
άauthorized King James versionέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ible.  
 
Among the Puritans who came to the American 
Massachusetts Bay Colony in the 1620s and 1630s were 
three Sprague brothers, Ralph, Richard and William, and 
another colonist named John Green.  
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England was their mother-country. 
 
Their flag was red, white and blue. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 (Color the cross in the middle red. Color the triangles blue. The rest is white.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
     The Spragues sailed on the άDƻƻŘ {ƘƛǇ !ōƛƎŀƛƭέ 6 September 1628 for America 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Puritans 

sailed to 

America 

looking for 

safety and 

freedom of 

religion. 



Green/Sprague Coloring Book by Wanless Southwick - 2017 Page 4 

 
 

 
 
 

Puritans chose plain 
clothing.  
 
They wore woolen 
cloaks to keep warm 
in American winters. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Church was 
part of the 
government for 
Puritan 
colonies. 
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William Sprague helped his older brothers found 
Charlestown, Massachusetts, across the river from 
Boston, in 1629. When he married Millicent Eames in 
1635, he moved to Hingham, Massachusetts. They had a 
large family. William was a community leader, a person 
of character, substance and enterprise, and a generous 
public benefactor.2 

 
John Green joined the Fairfield, Connecticut settlement 
in 1640, where he ran a grist mill for the town. His wife 
was named Hannah. άHe was a man of remarkable 
energy and enterprise; one of those sterling characters, 
specially adapted to a pioneer life.έ3 



Green/Sprague Coloring Book by Wanless Southwick - 2017 Page 6 

Over generations the Spragues and the Greens, who 
became our ancestors, moved west. The two ancestral 
lines merged in central Ohio, where Willard Green 
married Rosamond Farnum Sprague on 2 April 1848. 
 
John Green (1614-1703) Connecticut 
John Green II (1644-?) Connecticut  
John Green III (1691-1752) Connecticut 
Ebenezer Green (1723-1755) New York 
William Green (1755-1814) New York 
Ebenezer Green (1787-1864) New York 
Willard Green (1819-1892) Ohio 
Wilmer Cadmus Green (1862-1932) Iowa 

William Sprague (1609-1675) Massachusetts 
John Sprague (1638-1690) Massachusetts 
Ebenezer Sprague (1682-1732) Massachusetts 
Daniel Sprague (1713-1788) Rhode Island 
Ebenezer Sprague (1740-1812) Rhode Island 
Stephen Sprague (1765-1810) Rhode Island 
Silas Sprague (1794-1823) New York 
Rosamond Farnum Sprague (1823-1903) Ohio

 
A new religion would spring up in the area they migrated 
through. Palmyra, New York was where Joseph Smith 
received his first vision of God and Jesus Christ in 1820, 
and Harmony, Pennsylvania was where he translated the 
Book of Mormon in 1829.  Mormon church converts 
gathered to Kirtland, Ohio and built a temple in 1836. 
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Our Greens and Spragues chose the mostly flat and 
fertile land of central Ohio for their farms. In May 
1823, Silas Sprague was out farming when he 
was struck by lightning and killed on the very 
day his first child, Rosemond Farnum Sprague, 
was born.  
 
Rosamond was about two years old when 
her mother, Barbara Ann Lindenberger, 
ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ {ƛƭŀǎΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ Festus 
Sprague. Both men were her cousins. 
She and they were all grandchildren of 
Ebenezer Sprague.4 Barbara !ƴƴΩǎ 
second marriage produced eight half-
brothers and sisters for Rosamond. 
 

 .ŀǊōŀǊŀ !ƴƴΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ 
Christopher Lindenberger 

was the postmaster for 
their community.5  
He and his family also 
manufactured planes for 
woodworking.6, 7 
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Barbara Ann and Christopher were children of John 

Lindenberger, a young officer8 with George Washington 

when the Continental Army crossed the freezing 

Delaware River in boats on Christmas night 1776.9 John 

(22) was part of the victories at Trenton and 

Princeton, which gave Americans courage 

to continue their battle 

for independence.  


